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The financial crisis has 
aggravated drug users‘ 
problems and has created 
new needs which have to be 
addressed without delay: 
the spread of HIV/AIDS, the 
emergence of new substances, 
poverty, homelessness and 
social exclusion

KETHEA has launched two new Mobile Units 
which provide support to drug users who find them-
selves on the street in Athens and Thessaloniki.

The Mobile Units, a Stavros Niarchos Foundation 
funded project, operate within the Network for the 
Care of Homeless Drug Users in Greece’s two largest 
cities.

The Network aims to interlink and enhance ser-
vices providing support to high-risk drug users and 
protecting public health during the ongoing eco-
nomic and social crisis. 
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Every drug user has the right to information access and to free 
care. Offering support and empowerment to drug users based on 
their own needs minimises the negative consequences of their 
drug abuse both for themselves and for society

The newly established Mobile Units are well equipped to offer one-on-one counselling as well as  med-
ical interventions. The multidisciplinary team includes doctors/GPs, nurses, psychologists and social 
workers as well as special therapists. The Units park in the places where drug users congregate to acquire 
substances at different times of the day and night. There, they approach those drug users who, being on 
the streets, are cut off from any services or sources of assistance. They provide primary care and help 
covering the drug users’ immediate needs. The Unit staff also visit more inaccessible sites on foot or by 
bicycle. The core services offered by the Units include:

•	 medical	care,	including	medical	examinations	and	regular	medical	observations,	treating	injuries,	ad-
ministering vaccinations, prescribing pharmaceuticals, making referrals for tertiary care, dealing with 
emergencies,

•	 preventative	health	interventions	encouraging	safer	drug	use	with	a	view	to	preventing	overdoses	and	
infections, as well as reducing the spread of infectious diseases,

•	 exchange	of	syringes	and	injectable	material,
•	 distribution	of	condoms,
•	 psychological	support,
•	 networking	and	referrals	to	other	therapeutic	and	health	services.

The Mobile Units are linked to KETHEA’s Low Threshold Programmes in Athens and Thessaloniki, and 
develop collaboration and referral networks with other organizations and NGOs active in the field of 
health and social care. 
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KETHEA’s Low Threshold 
Programmes provide sheltered 
support spaces within the 
Network for the Care of 
Homeless Drug Users

The Programmes provide drug users with a drug-
free environment far from the dangers and stresses 
of the street. The Centres provide:
•	 food,
•	 clothing,
•	 personal	hygiene	facilities,
•	 psychological	support,
•	 medical	and	dental	care,
•	 legal	advice	and	counselling,
•	 information	and	advice	about	available	social	ser-

vices,
•	 recreational	and	creative	activities.

The Athens Low Threshold Programmes are locat-
ed	at	Emm.	Benaki	84	in	Exarcheia	(OFF	CLUB)	and	
at Koumoundourou 28 in the city centre. In Thes-
saloniki,	the	Programme	(OFF	CLUB)	is	housed	at	
Pindou 4 on Morichovou Square in Ladadika. The 
cost of renovating and equipping the Koumoundour-
ou Programme was met in its entirety by the Stavros 
Niarchos Foundation.

All of the Network’s services are provided free of 
charge with confidentiality.



Contact

Network for the Care of Homeless Drug Users in Athens
☎ 210 5200800, 210 5200810,  6948808514, � 210 3821051

� ekap@kethea-exelixis.gr

Network for the Care of Homeless Drug Users in Thessaloniki
☎ 2310  221246, 2310 221231, 2310 544939, � 2310 544939

� info@kethea-promitheas.gr 

www.kethea.gr
www.facebook.com/KETHEA
www.twitter.com/KETHEAGR
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